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Mission 

To stimulate innovation in Canadian 
small and medium-sized enterprises

Objective:

• Helping SMEs realize their full potential, turning 
knowledge and innovation into strategic 
opportunities, jobs and prosperity for all Canadian s.

Purpose:
• To enhance competitive R+D for Canada and invest 

taxpayer funds to enhance GDP and create 
technology jobs.



Confidentiality

• IRAP and employees are legislated 
under confidentiality – no information 
will be made public unless the firm 
allows it



How IRAP helps 
SMEs

• The IRAP portfolio of services has four main compon ents: 

– Technology Expertise and Advisory Services 
– Financial Assistance for R&D activities 
– Networking 
– Partnerships

• Canadian SME's with under 500 employees desiring to 
enhance their technological capability are eligible  for 
support.



Advisory and 
Networking Services

• Problem solving
• Literature searches
• Links to appropriate consultants or 

subcontractors
• Technical Advice
• Links to Federal Research Facilities
• Regulatory information
• Business advice and mentoring
• National and international reach



NRC-IRAP Across 
The Country



Financial Assistance

IRAP provides non-repayable contributions 
to Canadian SMEs on a cost-shared 
basis for research. 



Financial Assistance

IRAP funding can support:

R&D Projects
– In house labour costs
– Subcontractor labour costs



Financial Assistance

IRAP funding can contribute:

50% to subcontracted R&D salaries
50% of in-house salaries

Materials, capital, depreciation, travel, 
rental/lease not eligible for support.

Careful of stacking rule!



Financial Assistance

Youth Projects

Can contribute up to $15,000 for a recent 
post secondary graduate (under 30 years 
of age) for a period of up to one year

This can be a graduate student working 
collaboratively with a mine



Proof is in the Pudding
What we have done to date that 
has been released by mine

• Mount Polley – In situ acid generation for 
heap leaching – Connected to BC Research

• Arctic Alpine – Native Grass reclamation 
work with indigenous seeds in Yukon

• Industrial Forest Service – Reclamation with 
Symbios and UNBC

• UNBC – Plant and soils researchers –
Reclamation 





Economic Development
Partners were IPG& Prince 
George Chamber





Contact Information

Northern BC:  Located in Prince George 
but spend 2 weeks a month on the road
-We will come to your site

Chemistry/process control
michael.kerr@nrc.gc.ca
250 960-5738

Engineering: Geoff Clarke 
geoffrey.clarke@nrc.gc.ca
250 960-5923


